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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Aaron J. Poledna on 6/17/05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

See Attached Pages 003- 012.. 



TO BE ENTERED VIA EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



* * * 



1. (Currently amended) A method for resizing an electronic image, 
comprising: 

reading the electronic image from a memory as samples of image data, wherein 
the samples each include x-axis data and y-axis data; 

using a first set of predetermined filter coefficients to configure a first filter to 
perform at least one operation on x-axis data of a plurality of samples, 
wherein the set of predetermined filter coefficients determine the at least 
one first operation performed, and wherein the at least first one operation 
is chosen from a group comprising decimation by a predetermined integer 
factor, low-pass filtering, and generating signal gradients; 

receiving an output of the at least one first operation in a second filter; 

using a second set of predetermined filter coefficients to configure the second 
filter to perform at least one second operation on y-axis data of the 
sample; 

performing the at least one first operation and the at least one second operation 
on each sample of the electronic image data to produce a set of 
processed samples; 

writing the set of processed samples to the memory; 
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reconfiguring the first and the second filter; 

reading the set of processed samples from the memory; 

performing the at least one first operation and the at least one second operation 

on each of the set of processed samples to produce a next set of 

processed samples: and 
repeating reading the set of processed samples, reconfiguring, and performing a 

predetermined number of times to produce a resized version of the 

electronic image. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

generating an x-axis cubic model using signal gradients output by the first filter; 
generating an x-axis At value using a predetermined resampling ratio, a 

predetermined numerator, and a predetermined denominator; 
evaluating the x-axis cubic model and the x-axis At value and outputting a 

resampled x value to a switch; 
generating a y-axis cubic model using signal gradients output by the second 

filter; 

generating a y-axis At value using a predetermined resampling ratio, a 
predetermined numerator, and a predetermined denominator; and 

evaluating the y-axis cubic model and the y-axis At value and outputting a 
resampled y value to a switch. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 
storing a low-pass filter output of the first filter in the switch; 
storing a low-pass filter output of the second filter in the switch; and 
configuring the switch to output one of the low-pass filter output of the first filter, 

the resampled x value, the low-pass filter output of the second filter, and 
the resampled y value. 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
first operation and the at least one second operation are the same operation. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the first filter and the second 
filter each receive fifteen samples of image data at one time. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one first operation 
comprises low-pass filtering and decimation by two performed by the first filter at one 
time. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one second 
operation comprises low-pass filtering and decimation by two performed by the second 
filter at one time. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 f wherein reading further comprises 
receiving the samples in a buffer and formatting the samples for the first filter. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving the output of the at least one first operation m a clocked switch; and 
clocking the clocked switch to transfer the output of the at least one first 

operation to the second filter so as to coordinate processing of the x-axis 

data and the y-axis data. 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14 r wherein processing the 
image data comprises at least one pass, wherein at least one filter processes image 
data in one of the n dimensions, and wherein each of the at least one filters is 
independently configured for each pass. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11, further comprising storing output from 
the at least one filter in a switch such that an output of the switch is selectable based 
upon an operation performed by the at least one filter. 
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1 3. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
receiving the image data from a second memory; 

formatting the image data into samples; 
transmitting a set of samples to the filter in regular intervals; and 
writing processed image data to the second memory so as to overwrite the 
image data. 

14. (Currently amended) A method of resizing an electronic image, wherein 
the electronic image includes image data in n dimensions, the method c omprising: 

storing instructions and data for resizing the electronic image in an external 
memory; 

executing the instructions in a predetermined order to control the circuit 
components to resize the electronic image, wherein the data comprises, 
the at least one set of coefficients, a resampling ratio, a numerator, and a 
denominator; 

calculating at least one set of coefficients for each of the n dimensions, wherein 
each of the at least one set of coefficients configure circuit components to 
process the image data independently in each of the n dimensions; and 

processing the image data, wherein processing includes processing all of the 
image data once in one pass through the circuit during which the circuit 
has one configuration, and wherein at least one of the circuit components 
is a filter that is configurable to perform at least one operation during one 
pass, the at least one operation selected from a group comprising, 
decimation by an integer factor, low-pass filtering, and generating signal 
gradients. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising generating cubic 
models using the signal gradients. 
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1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 6, further comprising: 
using the resampling ratio, the numerator, and the denominator to generate a At 
value; and 

using the At value to evaluate the cubic models. 
18- (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently amended) Th e a pparatu s of c l aim 18, furth e r compr i sing A n 
apparatus for resizing an image that includes image data in multiple dimensions, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a memory interface coupled to a memory that stores the image data: 
at least one filter, wherein each of the at least one filters processes data in one 
each of the multiple dimensions, the at least one filter being configurable 
to perform at least one of a group of operations during one pass of the 
image data, the group of operations comprising, decimation by two, low- 
pass filtering, and generating signal gradients for resampling, wherein the 
image data is processed in all dimensions in at least one pass and stored 
as processed image data in the memory: and 
at least one cubic model generator that receives a signal gradient output for a 
certain one of the multiple dimensions and generates a cubic model for 
the certain one of the multiple dimensions. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, further comprising a ratio system for 
each of the multiple dimensions, wherein each of the ratio systems receives a 
predetermined resampling ratio comprising a numerator and a denominator, and 
generates a At value for resampling. 

21. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising a 
cubic model evaluator for each of the multiple dimensions that receives the At value 
and the cubic model for one of the multiple dimensions, and generates a resample 
output for the certain one of the multiple dimensions. 
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22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , further comprising a multiplexor that 
receives the resample output and a low-pass filter output of the at least one filter, 
wherein the multiplexor output is configurable based on an operation selected for a 
current pass. 

23. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 4419, further comprising an 
input buffer coupled to the memory interface, wherein the input buffer receives image 
data from the memory and formats the image data into samples for the at least one 
filter. 

24. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 4419, further comprising an 
output buffer coupled to the memory interface, wherein the output buffer receives 
processed image data and formats the processed image data to be stored in the 
memory. 

25. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 4£19, wherein the at least 
one filter is a fifteen tap finite impulse response (FIR) filter, and wherein each tap 
receives a sample of the image data. 

26. (Previously presented) A system for resizing an image that includes 
image data in multiple dimensions, the system comprising: 

a main memory that stores the image data, configuration data T and control data; 

a memory interface coupled to the main memory that receives the image data, 
stores the image data, and formats the image data into samples; 

a resizing engine that performs different operations on the image data on 
different passes of the image data through the resizing engine, wherein 
the resizing engine is coupled to the memory interface to read formatted 
data from the main memory and to output processed image data back to 
the main memory, the resizing engine comprising a filter for each of the 
multiple dimensions, wherein the filter processes data in one of the 
multiple dimensions, the filter being configurable to perform at least one of 
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a group of operations during one pass, the group of operations 
comprising, decimation by an integer factor, low-pass filtering, and 
generating signal gradients; and 
a controlling processor coupled to the resizing engine that executes instructions 
to control the resizing engine, including instructions for calculating 
coefficients for configuring the resizing engine to perform different 
operations on the image data, and instructions for configuring the resizing 
engine for each pass. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the resizing engine further 
comprises a cubic model generator for each of the multiple dimensions that receives a 
signal gradient output from the filter and generates a cubic model for one of the multiple 
dimensions. 

28. (Previously presented) The system of claim 27, wherein the resizing 
engine further comprises a ratio system for each of the multiple dimensions, that 
receives a predetermined resampling ratio for one of the multiple dimensions, and 
generates a At value for the certain one of the multiple dimensions. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein the resizing engine further 
comprises a cubic model evaluator for each of the multiple dimensions that receives a 
cubic model and a At value for one of the mulitple dimensions, and generates a 
resample output for the dimension. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein the resizing engine further 
oomprises a multiplexor that receives the resample output and a low-pass output of the 
at least one filter, wherein a select input of the switch Is configurable based on a current 
configuration of the at least one filter. 



nnR?iwiftfi5-usnnnn/fiLn5iE570.ift6i 7 

PAGE 8/12 * RCVD AT 6)20/2005 5:53:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/26 ' DNIS:27374tt* CSID:2063599000* DURATION (mm-ss):03-18 



06/20/2005 14:55 FAX 2063599000 



PERKINS CO IE SEAFAI 



@oo£) 



Attorney Docket No. 1082985Q5US 
' Disclosure No. 99-G6U6.00/US 

31. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the controlling processor 
controls the resizing engine to generate b output samples for each of a input samples, 
wherein the controlling processor further comprises: 

a time accumulation circuit that indicates when to begin processing new samples 
from the memory interface, and when to configure the resizing engine to 
perform a different operation; 

a correction circuit that causes the time accumulation circuit to correct for any 
accumulation errors from binary approximation; and 

a controlling processor coupled to the resizing engine that executes instructions 
to control the resizing engine, including instructions for calculating 
coefficients for configuring the resizing engine to perform different 
operations on the image data, and instructions for configuring the resizing 
engine for each pass. 

32. (Currently amended) An electromagnetic medium having stored thereon 
instructions, which when executed in an apparatus, cause the apparatus to resize an 
electronic image that includes image data in a t leas t - on e n _dimensions, wherein resizing 
comprises: 

executing the instructions in a predetermined order to control the circuit 
components to resize the electronic image, wherein the data comprises, 
the at least one set of coefficients, a resampling ratio, a numerator, and a 
denominator; 

calculating at least one set of coefficients for each of the at l east ono n 
dimensions, wherein each of the at least one set of coefficients configure 
circuit components to process the image data independently in each of 
the at l oaot ono ^ dimensions; and 

processing the image data, wherein processing includes processing all of the 
image data once in one pass through the circuit during which the circuit 
has one configuration, and wherein at least one of the circuit components 
Is a filter that is configurable to perform at least one operation in all 
dimensions during one pass, the at least one operation selected from a 
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group comprising, decimation by an integer factor, low-pass filtering, and 
generating signal gradients. 

33. (Original) The electromagnetic medium of claim 32, wherein processing 
the image data comprises at least one pass, wherein at least one filter processes image 
data in one of the at least one dimensions, and wherein each of the at least one filters 
is independently configured for each pass. 

34. (Original) The electromagnetic medium of claim 33, wherein resizing 
further comprises storing output from the at least one filter in a switch such that an 
output of the switch is selectable based upon an operation performed by the at least 
one filter. 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Currently amended) An apparatus for resizing an electronic image 
comprised of image data, the apparatus comprising: T ho apparatus of claim 35, furth o r 
compri si ng 

a main memory read interface coupled to a main memory for receiving the image 
data: 

an input buffer coupled to the main memory interface for formatting the image 
data received from the main memory interface; 

a finite impulse response (FIR) filter coupled to the input buffer to receive 
samples of the image data to be processed, wherein the F(R filter 
performs at least one of a group of operations on the samples of image 
data in all dimensions on each pass through the image data, the group 
comprising, low-pass filtering, decimation by jwo. and differentiating to 
produce signal gradients: 

a processor coupled to the FIR filter, wherein the processor configures the FIR 
filter for each pass using predetermined filter coefficients: and 
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| a cubic model generator coupled to the FIR filter to receive a signal gradient 

output, 

37. (Original) The apparatus of claim 36, further comprising a cubic model 
evaluator coupled to the cubic model generator for evaluating a cubic model and 
generating a resample output. 

38. (Original) The apparatus of claim 37, further comprising a ratio system 
coupled to the cubic model generator for generating a At value using a predetermined 
resampling ratio, a predetermined numerator, and a predetermined denominator, 
wherein the cubic model evaluator evaluates a cubic model using the At value. 

39. (Original) The apparatus of claim 38, further comprising a multiplexor 
coupled to the cubic model evaluator for receiving the resample output,, and coupled to 
the FIR filter for receiving a low-pass filtering output, wherein an output of the 
multiplexor is selected based upon a current configuration of the FIR filter 

40. (Cancelled) 
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Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment filed on 2/6/05 has been entered and made of record. 
Claims 10. 15, 18, 35 and 40 are canceled. Claims 1-9, 11-14, 16-17, 19-34 and 

36-39 are pending in the application. Claims 1-9 and 26-31 were allowed in the last 
Office action mailed on 10/20/04. 

In response to applicant's amendment and persuasive arguments, the objection 
to the specification has been withdrawn. 

/Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1-9, 11-14, 16-17, 19-34 and 36-39 (renumbered as 1-34) are allowed. 

In response to applicant's amendment and persuasive arguments, with respect to 
independent claims 14, 19, 32 and 36, all the art rejections are withdrawn and all the 
pending claims (1-9, 11-14, 16-17, 19-34 and 36-39, renumbered as 1-34) are allowed 
now. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Contact Information 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kanji Patel whose telephone number is (703) 305-401 1 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 8:00 am to 6:30 
pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta, can be reached on (703) 308-5246. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Kanji Patel 
AU 2625 
June 18, 2005 




